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Why should we write and publish?

 Requirement for graduation (e.g. PhD)

 Requirement for promotion (e.g. professor)

 To meet the government regulation (e.g. academic allowance)

 To get reward/award (e.g. LPDP award)

 To be recognized (as an expert)

 To disseminate knowledge

 To support “university ranking”

 To work in an international environment (foreign universities)

Ari Warokka, PhD, MSc, MDEM, MCEUE, DEA

2



Requirement for graduation (e.g. PhD)

 Predikat kelulusan Cum laude, memiliki persyaratan

tambahan lain, yaitu:

 Masa studi sembilan sampai 10 semester dan minimal satu

artikel pada jurnal ilmiah berskala internasional yang 

terindeks Scopus.

(Sumber: Pedoman Akademik Pendidikan Program Doktor

Universitas Padjajaran – Bandung, 2016)
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Requirement for graduation (e.g. PhD) - 2
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Requirement for promotion (e.g. professor)
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Terindek oleh database 

internasional bereputasi: 

Web of Science, Scopus, 

Microsoft Academic 

Search, dan/atau laman

sesuai dengan

pertimbangan Ditjen

Dikti. 

Sumber: Permendikbud No. 92 Tahun 2014



Meeting the government regulation

 Permenristek Dikti No. 20/2017
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The sanctions
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 Permenristek Dikti No. 20/2017
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To get 

reward/award 

(e.g. LPDP 

award)
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THE
(Times Higher 

Education) 

World 

University 

Rankings 

explained
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Working in foreign universities (1)
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Working in foreign universities (2)
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The underlying reasons

 Being capable of publishing in peer-reviewed journals is 

commonly seen as an indicator of proper scientific 

research. 

 It is the duty of a researcher to publish his results for the scientific 

community.  

 Research can be seen as a product (idea/finding) that 

must be sold to the target audience in the form of an 

article. 

 In other words, research results do not exist before they are 

successfully published.
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The key people

 The key people for getting one’s article accepted for 

publication are: 

 the editor-in-chief, 

 editor, and 

 reviewers. 

 After publication, a well-written article will attract 

readers, eventually resulting in a scientific impact

defined by whether other scientists will cite the article.
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The Big Problems

 Unfortunately, many researchers are far more 

comfortable conducting scientific experiments than they 

are reporting and publishing their findings. 

 As a result, a considerable amount of research is not 

published in a way that adequately expresses its 

significance (Spector, 1994). 

 On the other hand, researchers who communicate well 

are successful in gaining recognition and support for 

themselves individually, but also for their institution (Yore 

et al., 2004).
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The Main Benefit

 It is vital for a new researcher to start writing 

articles as soon as possible. 

 An early start will speed up the learning process. 

 When you are writing, you are forced to think 

about your substance from different perspectives.
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A scientific article must answer the 

following basic questions: 

 What is the problem that is addressed?

 Why is it important?

 How did you study the problem?

 What are your results?

 What are the implications of the results?

 What do you recommend as further study for others?
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The process of writing an article 

 It is initiated by:

 considering the significance of the future article, 

 its importance and potential newness to the scientific community. 

 It is also vital to identify those who might be interested in seeing your results, i.e. who is 
the target audience? 

 In addition, it is beneficial to consider the practical implications of your research. 

 A scientific article must be based on research that is conducted 
scientifically by using accepted methods. 

 An article wraps up research by presenting it clearly and concisely to the 
scientific community.
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Example of Paper Rejection
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Example of Paper Rejection (2)
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Example of Paper Rejection (2a)
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Example of Paper Rejection (2b)
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Example of Paper Rejection (2c)
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Example of Paper Rejection (2d)
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The author’s duty

 It is the duty of an author to write an article so that an outsider can 

understand the main points and the reasoning logic with relative ease. 

 Your article competes against other submitted article proposals. 

 The decision on acceptance is not done based only on the article 

substance, but the readability of the article also matters. 

 Consequently, an article must have a clear and logical structure

combined with fluent story-telling.

 An article must be as appealing as possible for readers; no-one wants to 

read something that is laborious to understand. 
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Why does the appearance (readability) matter?
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Why does the appearance (readability) matter?
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The Don’ts

Using unnecessary jargon makes the reading 

experience simply inconvenient. 

Do not attempt to invent new structural solutions, but 

follow the scientific format (see e.g., Suppe, 1998;  

Yarden, 2009).
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Think about what you want to publish

Full articles: offering original insights

Letters: communicating advances quickly

Reviews: offer a perspective, summarizing recent

development on a significant topic

Conference papers: something to consider if your

research project is ‘in progress’
Ari Warokka, PhD, MSc, MDEM, MCEUE, DEA
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An article should have …

 The purpose of the article and defining the research problem must be 

clearly stated in the introduction, thus giving a justification for the article. 

 This is followed by a literature review, description of the research process 

and methods, results and discussion. 

 The beginning and the end of an article must match, i.e. the stated problem 

or research questions must be addressed at the end. 

 Any mismatch will severely diminish your article. 

 The middle part of the article will describe the logic regarding how the 

results were obtained.
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The stages to go through before submitting

Idea
Choose 
Journal

Read 
Back 

Issues

Write 
1st draft

Use 
Critical 
Friends

Refine 
Further 

Draft

Check 
note for 
contri-
butors

Proof 
read & 
submit
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RECOMMENDED ORDER OF WRITING

Initial outlining of introduction (research questions)

Initial outlining of theory 

 Writing experimental elements 

o results 

o analyses 

 Research process   Finalizing theory 

 Introduction 

 Conclusions 

 Abstract 

 Title 

 Final revision 
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The two grey rows in the 

beginning signal the 

preparatory work, while 

the bullets in bold 

represent the 

recommended order for 
actual writing.



RECOMMENDED ORDER OF WRITING (2)

 The order of writing presented here highlights the importance 

of your results for defining the focus of your article. 

 You should define the focus of your article based on the 

evidence you have. 

 This way you can set the focus of your article relatively early 

and avoid unnecessary re-working when writing up the 

theory and other elements of the text.
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ARTICLE ELEMENTS

 An article typically constitutes the following 
sections and elements: 

 Title 

 Abstract 

 Introduction 

 Theory/Literature review 

 Research method/ process 

 Results (sometimes divided into results & analysis) 

 Conclusions 
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Title 

 When considering a title for your article, do familiarize yourself with the 

types of titles in the target journal, analyse whether they are more 

general or very specific. 

 The editors-in-chief may want the article titles to sell and gain clicks. 

 This is why in some cases a more general title is better than an overly specific one. 

 Avoid abbreviations in the title as well as unnecessary “and” words. 

 Fundamentally, a very long title is not good as the reader may have 

difficulties in perceiving the content. 
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Abstract 

 The Abstract is one of the most central elements of your 

article, luring other people to read it and may also 

influence the acceptance of your article. 

 An abstract must describe the purpose of your article. 

 Moreover, it must describe how you have realised your 

research and provide few key findings and any 

practical implications.
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Abstract (2)

 You can build your abstract by answering the following 

questions with one or two sentences for each one:

 What is the bigger, more general field your article relates to?

 What is the purpose of your article?

 What methodology did you use?

 What are the key results?

 What are the practical implications of your research (how can the 

results be utilised by e.g. practitioners, society or companies)?
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Introduction

 The Introduction justifies the significance of the subject 

matter and connects your work to previous research.

 It is sensible to write the introduction in a form of a logical 

funnel, where more general aspects are told first and 

sentence-by-sentence, paragraph-by-paragraph the 

text should proceed onto narrower detail (see also Bem, 

2003). 

 The purpose of the article is expressed last in the 

introduction by describing the research problem
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Introduction (2)

 Start the Introduction with sentences that are adequately general,

and simple enough to understand even for those who are not 

experts in exactly the same topic as you. 

 By doing this way, different type of readers can position your article into 

previous research more easily.

 Utilize published journal articles, preferably recent ones, to point 

out the importance of your research by highlighting how it relates 

to them. 

 This will please editors who want the scientific discussion to occur in their 

own medium. 
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Example: “Consumers’ attitudes towards fear and 

sex appeal advertising: Lesson from an Islamic 

Southeast Asia country”

Ari Warokka, PhD, MSc, MDEM, MCEUE, DEA

45



Introduction (3)

 The research problem the article aims to address must be 

described at the end of the introduction. 

 One recommended way to deepen the description is to use research 

questions or hypotheses.

 The reader may also use the research questions to reflect the 

reasoning while reading through the article 

 It is also imperative that the research questions and later 

results match in the final version of the article.
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Theory / Literature review

 Write the theory to support the storyline of your 

article.

 to describe what others have studied that is relevant to 

your topic.

 One can start writing the literature review by finding a few 

good articles, of which some are from the target journal, 

and maybe a few good books discussing your topic. 

 Later on use these articles as a base and expand your literature 

review.
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Theory / Literature review (2)

 The purpose of a literature review is not to present all possible 
references, but to concentrate on those that are relevant for the focus of 
your article. 

 The literature review will position your research in relation to previous 
literature; therefore cite articles on which your research is based. 

 Aim to depict the state of research relevant to your article before your study. 

 You can reflect your results against the previous literature in the 
discussion section of your article. 

 Minimize self citations; only cite your own previous work if absolutely 
necessary.

 Additionally, it is important to refer to new journal articles to ensure the 
timeliness of your article.
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Research method/process

 The article must describe your research, the set-up and 
research methods precisely. 

 This way the reviewers can assess the scientific basis of your 
research and the justification of your results. 

 In principle, the research method/process should be 
described so that another researcher can repeat the study. 

 You must prove that the methodology you have chosen is 
robust and applicable for your study.
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Research method/process (2)
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Results and discussion

 Having completed the experimental research and having 

analysed the results, it is time to write up and summarize the 

results as well as the analysis. 

 The experimental section of a journal article must 

concentrate on the actual analysis of the material, not on 

documenting the data.

 While analysing your results, think what the focus of your 

article will be. 

 Consider what the key results of your research are and 

present them clearly.
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Results and discussion (2)

 Build the Results section of your article around these key results. 

 Present your results in such an order that their logic is as easy for an 

outsider to understand as possible.

 Remember to highlight the key results by using visual elements, such as 

lists, illustrations and tables.

 You may include a Discussion section at the end of your results section to 

explain and contemplate the results. 

 The discussion can either be a part of the Results section or a separate section 

of its own.

 Please note that the reader must be able to separate easily the research 

facts from the researcher’s own thinking.
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Conclusions (1)

Four basic steps to take in writing a conclusion

(the ‘4S’model)

Step 1: Summarize your research

Step 2: Spell out your contribution

Step 3: State the limitations of your study

Step 4: Suggest potential areas of further research
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Conclusions (2)

 The Conclusions section can be written up by using 
the following structure:

 Results (refer to each research question)

 Significance of the research/practical implications, for 
example for the society, or business companies

 Limitations

 Recommended topics for further study

 The Conclusions must be in line with the previous 
sections and should not present totally new results. 

 The implications should, however, be discussed.
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Visual elements

 It is vital that you highlight central aspects of 

your work by using visual elements. 

 Visual aspects mean anything that differ 

from the basic text, i.e. figures, tables, 

listings. 

 The purpose of using visual elements is to 

direct the readers’ attention to key aspects.

57

Ari Warokka, PhD, MSc, MDEM, MCEUE, DEA



Ari Warokka, PhD, MSc, MDEM, MCEUE, DEA

58



Ari Warokka, PhD, MSc, MDEM, MCEUE, DEA

59



Ari Warokka, PhD, MSc, MDEM, MCEUE, DEA

60



Ari Warokka, PhD, MSc, MDEM, MCEUE, DEA

61



Ari Warokka, PhD, MSc, MDEM, MCEUE, DEA

62



How to publish in

scholarly journals
THE DOs AND DON’Ts IN WRITING SCIENTIFIC JOURNAL ARTICLES



The Dos and Don’ts – a continuous process

 Learning some basic “rules of the road,” 

however, can demystify the process and 

provide you with discrete steps in a 

manageable progression of writing scientific 

journals.

 The following are some dos and don’ts for 

preparing a scientific manuscript.
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13 main problems (Bartol, 1983)

1. Inadequate review of the 

literature,

2. Inappropriate citations,

3. Unclear introduction,

4. Ambiguous research questions,

5. Inadequately described sample,

6. Insufficient methodology,

7. Incompletely described 

measures,

8. Unclear statistical analysis,

9. Inappropriate statistical 

techniques,

10.Poor conceptualization of 

discussion,

11.Discussion that goes beyond the 

data,

12.Poor writing style, and

13.Excessive length.
Ari Warokka, PhD, MSc, MDEM, MCEUE, DEA
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Step One:

Decide Where to Submit

 Don’t: 

 Start your paper without a clear plan for where you will submit it.

 Do: 

 Decide early in the process where you will submit your work, matching the depth and 

focus of your studies with those of the chosen journal. Failure to select the journal with 

the “best fit” can prevent the timely publication of your data and lead to much un-

enjoyable reformatting of your manuscript.

 Consider whether your findings are of broad scientific interest or are very specialized. 

 Is your paper describing a breakthrough finding or a more incremental advance? 

 Research the scope of prospective journals. Such information is generally provided on 

journal websites.

 Once you have decided on a journal, follow its instructions carefully for how to format 

your manuscript for submission
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 Use “journal finder” for Elsevier’s journals:

 Use ScienceDirect search engine: 
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Step One (b):

Decide Where to Submit



 Use Scopus search engine:

 Use Scimago Journal & Country Rank: 
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Step One (c):

Decide Where to Submit



 Use Journal Indicators (CWTS):

 Use Emerald search engine:
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Step Two:

Put Your Figures into Final Form

 Don’t: 

 Lose sight of your data.

 Do: 

 Start by finalizing your figures.

 All sections of your paper will relate directly to your figures, so putting your 

figures in final form is the essential first step (See Chart 1, below). 

 Pay particular attention to the proper use of colour, the size of figures, the 

preferred fonts, and correct positioning of labels and text. 

 Be sure to use an illustration program that is compatible with the journal’s 

format requirements.
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Step Two (2):

Put Your Figures into Final Form

 Don’t: 

 Make your reader suffer through all of your 

frustrations and false starts.

 Do: 

 Focus on your findings, not your missteps and 

setbacks. 

 Chronological order may not be your best bet.  

 Arrange your figures to tell the “story” logically.
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Step Two (3):

Put Your Figures into Final Form

 Don’t:

 Design composite figures with generic titles.

 Do: 

 Design each figure to make one clear point and 

state the point as the title of the figure. 

 For example, in Figure 1A, the figure title is uninformative and 

the two graphs are unrelated. 

 In Figure 1B, the line graph has been removed and the figure 

title now concisely states the findings presented by the 

scatter plot.
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Step Two (4):

Put Your Figures into Final Form

 Don’t: 

 Make your reader work hard to follow the flow of data in your figures.

 Do: 

 Arrange figure panels so the eye naturally follows the appropriate order. 

 In Figure 2A, the order of the panels is illogical. 

 Reorganized, as in Figure 2B, the panels tell the story logically. 

 Arranging the figure panels to generate a symmetrical square or rectangle also 
eases interpretation. (Compare Figures 3A and 3B). 

 Keep in mind that figure panels will be sized proportionately for publication. 

 If a larger panel is paired with a much smaller panel, data in the smaller panel 
may be too small to interpret.
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Step Two (5):

Put Your Figures into Final Form

Don’t: 

Cut corners when submitting your figures.

Do: 

Submit high-resolution figures. 

If figures are blurry, reviewers may interpret that 

fact as a sign of haste and sloppiness on your part 

in the research process as well as at the computer.
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Step Three: Write Legends,

Materials and Methods

 Don’t: 

 Wait to write these sections until after writing the article.

 Do: 

 Write your figure legends and materials and methods section while you 

have your figures clearly in mind.

 In each figure legend, briefly describe your data in the order it is 

presented in the figure. 

 Legends should make figures understandable in isolation, but they 

should not be fully repetitive of the material and methods section.

 The methods section, on the other hand, should be comprehensive and 

provide enough detail to allow the reader to repeat the experiments

you are reporting.
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Step Four: 

Write Your Abstract and Title

 Don’t: 

 Lose the focus you have achieved in finalizing your figures.

 Do: 

 Write the abstract before you write the results section.

 Distilling your findings to their essence at the outset will help 
keep you on track as you write the rest of your paper. 

 Work with, not against, the abstract word limit set by the 
journal. 

 If your abstract is too long, you are probably including too many 
subsidiary points!
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Step Four (2): 

Write Your Abstract and Title

 Do:

 Once your abstract is finalized, focus on the title. 

 The title is what will or won’t draw in your readers. 

 It will be used to index your article, so inaccuracy can 

reduce its recall in your field. 

 The title should be a concise label, not a descriptive 

sentence, and it should capture the main points of 

your manuscript.
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Step Five: 

State Your Results

 Don’t: 

 Repeat the materials and methods section here or assume 

that this is the place to explain the significance of your 

findings.

 Do: 

 Briefly describe your data in the order in which it is 

presented in the figures. 

 If possible, divide the results into subsections with 

subheadings very similar to your figure titles.
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Step Five (2): 

State Your Results

 Do:

 Including a one-sentence conclusion at the end of each 
subsection is a huge help to readers. 

 For example, “These data indicate that gene x constitutively 
associates with the T cell receptor complex.” 

 You can also use the final sentence to explain your 
rationale for the scientific question addressed in the next 
section. 

 For example, “Our observation that decreased levels of gene x 
expression correlated with decreased frequencies of memory T 
cell activation led us to investigate whether the expression levels 
of gene x modulated the activation threshold of memory T cells.”
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Step Six: 

Write the Discussion

 Don’t: 

 Repeat the results section or emphasize results that may be 

perceived as incidental findings.

 Do: 

 Place your research findings in the greater scientific context. 

 Discuss how they advance the field and offer explanations for any 

data that contradict published work. 

 The discussion should be a scholarly piece of writing.

 It is your opportunity to place a personal stamp on your paper. 

 Expect to write many drafts to get it right!
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Step Seven: Write the

Introduction, Cite References

 Don’t: 

 Fail to emphasize the relevance of your research.

 Do: 

 Define the unanswered questions that determine the focus of this research.

 Use the introduction and supporting references to show the reader which 

work you place at the centre of your field. 

 Begin by describing the current state of the scientific field that you are 

investigating. 

 Cite key original scientific reports, not just reviews.
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Step Seven (2): Write the

Introduction, Cite References

 Don’t: 

 Be careless in providing author information, assigning proper credit, or 

identifying potential conflicts of interest.

 Do: 

 Take time to ensure that everyone mentioned in your article, the co-

authors and other contributors, are properly identified. 

 On the title page, the names of co-authors should be written as they 

prefer (e.g., with middle initial(s) and/or formal first name) and their 

institutional information, properly stated. 

 Be sure that all co-authors are in agreement on the inclusion and order 

of the names.
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Step Seven (3): Write the

Introduction, Cite References

 Do:

 In the acknowledgements section, recognize those who gave 

technical assistance, supplied reagents, offered helpful 

comments and/or suggestions. 

 Some journals designate the acknowledgements section for 

presentation of information such as grant support or the 

disclosure of potential conflicts of interest, such as commercial 

affiliations, consultancies, or stock holdings. 

 Be sure to check the journal’s instructions regarding these 

matters.
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Step Eight: 

Compose the Cover Letter

 Don’t: 

 Treat the cover letter as a formality of superficial importance.

 Do: 

 Spend time crafting the cover letter. 

 This is an opportunity for you to address the editor(s) and reviewers 
directly—to explain to them on a more personal level why you 
believe your work is of great importance and merits publication in 
their journal.

 By convention, the cover letter is addressed to the journal’s editor in chief. 

 Explain why you believe your manuscript is appropriate for this 
journal and highlight the article’s main points. 

 This information can also help the journal staff direct the manuscript to the 
most appropriate editor(s) and reviewers.
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Step Eight (2): 

Compose the Cover Letter

 Don’t: 

 Simply reuse previous cover letters.

 Do: 

 Edit recycled cover letters, as necessary. 

 If this manuscript was previously rejected by another journal, make 

sure the cover letter has been appropriately edited to eliminate 

any references to the previous journal. 

 Be sure to modify statements about your research, if 

necessary, to fit the scope of the new journal.
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Step Nine: 

Submit the Manuscript

 Don’t: 

 Submit without outside input.

 Do: 

 Once you have a solid draft, solicit comments from colleagues and then revise and 

edit accordingly.

 Don’t: 

 Submit without obtaining necessary consents.

 Do: 

 Provide a copy to all co-authors and obtain their consent to publish. 

 Most research institutions and private companies also require in-house approval 

before a manuscript can be submitted, so be sure to follow your particular 

organization’s publication rules.
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Step Nine (2): 

Submit the Manuscript

 Don’t: 

 Forget to broach copyright issues.

 Do: 

 Include a statement asserting that the manuscript is not 

currently under review or submitted to another journal.

 Indicate that the manuscript has been approved for 

publication by all authors and state that there has been no 

previous publication (unless in a meeting abstract) of the 

material within the manuscript.
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Step Ten: 

Respond to Reviewers

Once the article has been reviewed,

 Don’t: 

 Look for bias and intent to cause pain. 

 While conspiracies probably do exist, you are not likely in the midst of one!

 Do: 

 Begin with the presumption that the reviewer was unbiased and put substantial (unpaid) effort 
into understanding your work. 

 This is, after all, the most likely scenario.  Besides, assuming otherwise is simply not productive. 

 If the reviewer misunderstood some of your data or experimental design, do not focus on 
assigning blame for the misunderstanding but, rather, on what you can do to prevent other 
readers from experiencing a similar fate. 

 If a comment sounds snide to you, ignore the reviewer’s tone and focus instead on the point 
being made.

 Don’t expend any effort trying to identify your anonymous reviewers. 

 There really is no productive point to this exercise, and in my experience as an editor, authors 
are rarely correct in their assumptions.
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Step Ten (2): 

Respond to Reviewers

 Don’t: 

 Respond to these comments hastily, even to your co-authors. 

 Do not inflame potentially raw feelings.

 Do: 

 Draft a measured reply to the critique; make a list of changes to 

be made and additional experiments to be performed. 

 Wait a day before revisiting your rebuttal letter and discussing the 

plan with each co-author. 

 In my experience, revised manuscripts ARE better than the 

originals. The process, while painful, does work!
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How to publish in

scholarly journals
GENERAL STRATEGIES



The stages to go through before submitting

Idea
Choose 
Journal

Read 
Back 
Issues

Write 1st

Draft

Use 
Critical 
Friend

Refine 
Further 
Drafts

Check 
Notes for 

Contributors

Proofread 
and 

Submit
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Basic Steps*
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How to choose 

the right journal
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 Investigate all candidate 
journals to find out:

Aims and scope

 Types of articles

Readership

Current hot topics              
(go through recent 
abstracts)



Ari Warokka, PhD, MSc, MDEM, MCEUE, DEA

98

 The aim & scope will 
help you understand 
what the journal is about, 
and who it is for.



Basic Steps (2)
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Basic Steps (3)
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 Clear, concise thesis placed early in the manuscript.  

 The most common criticism from referees is the lack of a thesis (state of the 

art).

 The term "thesis" comes from the Greek θέσις, meaning "something put forth", and 

refers to an intellectual proposition (Weijers, 2005). 

 Manuscripts are often narrative, with little analysis, and therefore lack a thesis. 

 Ask yourself, what am I providing besides a good story?  With no thesis, young 

scholars often resort to a statement suggesting that the person or event “has 

never been studied.”  Such statements are no substitute for a thesis.



Basic Steps (4)

 Thesis grounded in the current 

historiography. 

 Readers must be made aware of the 

historical debates that inform the thesis. 

 The historiographical material provides 

the reader with an insight into the 

origins of the thesis and the ways in 

which the current article advances 

interpretation of the subject.
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Basic Steps (5)
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 Well-documented primary materials from 

a variety of sources. 

 Manuscripts with thin documentation raise 

questions in the minds of reviewers.  

 Referees are particularly skeptical of 

manuscripts that rely solely on newspaper 

sources.  

 Review your documentation critically and 

engage in additional research if necessary.



Basic Steps (6)
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 Looks matter. 

Manuscripts that are poorly prepared 

suggest sloppy scholarship. 

Check spelling, syntax, word use, passive 

voice, and repetition. 

Read and re-read the manuscript, and ask 

a colleague (or several colleagues) to 

read it as well.



Basic Steps (7)
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 Format and style. 

 Check the format and style page in the journal or on the 

journal’s Web site. 

 If the journal uses footnotes rather than endnotes, your 

manuscript should conform to that style from the beginning.  

 The same can be said for font, type size, and page 

organization.  Does the journal permit headings and 

subheadings, images, maps, charts, and graphs?  

 When you submit material in a style incompatible with the 

journal’s style sheet, the editor may assume that you did not do 

your homework.



The common situation
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Why is the journal acceptance rate so low?*
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General Publication Strategies
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 Diversify your research portfolio

 Diversifying the research portfolio is particularly 
important during the first five or six years of your 
teaching career when each publication counts 
heavily. 

 Diversify research topics for possible publication.

 Writing several papers in a very narrow area is 
risky. It is like putting all your eggs in one basket.



General Publication Strategies (2)
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General Publication Strategies (3)
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General Publication Strategies (4)
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General Publication Strategies (5)
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General Publication Strategies (6)
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General Publication Strategies (7)
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General Publication Strategies (7b)
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General Publication Strategies (8)
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General Publication Strategies (9)
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General Publication Strategies (10)
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General Publication Strategies (11)
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General Publication Strategies (12)
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What gets you accepted?
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8 reasons why your article could be rejected

1. It fails the technical screening (e.g. figures or references are not complete).

2. It does not fall within the Aims and Scope of the journal.

3. It's incomplete (e.g. article contains observations but is not a full study).

4. The procedures and/or analysis of the data is seen to be defective (e.g. the 

study lacks clear control groups or other comparison metrics).

5. The conclusions cannot be justified on the basis of the rest of the paper.

6. It's simply a small extension of a different paper, often from the same authors.

7. It's incomprehensible (e.g. the language, structure, or figures are poor).

8. It's boring.
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Review Process (What Referees Look For)

Source: Hartley, J. (2008). 
Academic writing and 
publishing. A practical 
handbook. London: RoutledgeAri Warokka, PhD, MSc, MDEM, MCEUE, DEA
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The main concern of referees

Significance Are the findings original? Are they important? Is the paper suitable 

for this journal? Does the article justify its length?

Scholarship Does the paper take into account relevant current and past

research on the topic?

Presentation Is the paper clear, logical, understandable and of the appropriate 

length?

Methods and 

Results

Is the methodology, and are the data and analyses appropriate? 

Are there sufficient data to support the conclusion? Are there long 

– term as well as short term measures? Are any weaknesses of the 

method commented on?

Reasoning Are the logic, arguments, inferences and interpretations 

appropriate? Are counter – arguments or contrary evidence taken 

into account and discussed?

Theory Is the theory sufficiently sound and supported by the evidence? Is 

it testable? Is it preferable to competing theories?

Ethics In papers describing work on animals or humans, has the work 

been approved by the appropriate ethics committee?

Is it interesting?

Is it new?

Is it true?



How to publish in

scholarly journals
WRITING AND PUBLISHING IN HIGH IMPACT JOURNAL



Where to Publish?

Book Chapter

Conference

Non-Indexed 
Journal

Indexed 
Journal
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Book Chapter

 Local publisher

 UNDIP Press, UI Press, IPB Press, Gama Press, USU Press etc.

 Recent Trends in Behavioral Finance

 Advances in Indonesia Taxation Policies

 How Education, Stimulation, and Incubation Encourage Student 

Entrepreneurship

 International Publisher

 Springer Books, Emerald, Palgrave etc.
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Conference

 Conference with non-indexed proceedings

 Conference with indexed proceedings:

 WASET Conference (Scopus) www.waset.org

 IBIMA Conference (ISI & Scopus) www.ibima.org

 Annual Paris Business Research Conference (ISI & Scopus) www.amrespub.com
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http://www.waset.org/
http://www.ibima.org/
http://www.amrespub.com/


Journal

 Non-indexed Journals

 Indexed Journals

 Scopus Indexed Journals

 ISI Indexed Journals 

(Normally with Impact 

Factor)
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Comparison of titles
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Ratio of Journals per Publisher in Scopus
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Indexed Journals ≈ Reputable Publishers
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http://wokinfo.com/mbl/publishers/



Scopus & WoS (ISI)
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Journal Indexing service
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Scopus Indexing
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Scopus selection criteria
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Warning Signs for Poor Journals

 Editors and authors from the same institution

 Plagiarism

 Poor figures

 Bad grammar

 Flawed science

 Uneven quality

 Poor homepage

 Lack of journal focus
Ari Warokka, PhD, MSc, MDEM, MCEUE, DEA
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Checklist for identifying predatory publishers
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What to look for What to check



Checklist for identifying predatory publishers
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What to look for What to check



Checklist for identifying predatory publishers
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Process to Journal Publication
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Target Right 
Journal

Journal's 
House Style 
[Just Follow]

Peer Review 
Process

Response to 
Referees' 
Feedback

Dealing with 
Rejections

What to do 
after 

Manuscript  
has been 

accepted?

Journal 
Publication

Source: Ismail (2016)



A. Target Right Journal

 Where to Submit Your Manuscript?

 Reputable journal/IF

 How Do You Get Your Papers Into High-Impact Journals?

 How to get published in peer-reviewed English-language 

journal? 
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Rank Title Type ISSN SJR Quartile SJR H index Total Docs. (2014)Total Docs. (3years)Total Refs. Total Cites (3years)Citable Docs. (3years)Cites / Doc. (2years)Ref. / Doc.Country

1 Sustainability Science j ISSN 18624065 Q1 1.348 21 67 98 2600 302 94 2.86 38.81 Japan

2 Food and Nutrition Bulletin j ISSN 03795721 Q1 0.81 45 65 226 381 270 210 1 5.86 Japan

3 Acta Geographica Sinica j ISSN 03755444 Q2 0.447 36 128 426 5395 431 426 0.82 42.15 China

4 Journal of Environmental Assessment Policy and Management j ISSN 14643332 Q2 0.416 17 26 96 1232 58 86 0.55 47.38 Singapore

5 Chinese Geographical Sciences j ISSN 1993064X Q2 0.368 14 93 206 3948 217 202 0.98 42.45 China

6 Journal of Mountain Science j ISSN 19930321 Q2 0.367 14 138 282 5844 291 279 1.01 42.35 China

7 Journal of the Indian Society of Remote Sensing j ISSN 09743006 Q2 0.318 20 113 220 2866 154 215 0.69 25.36 India

8 Disaster Advances j ISSN 0974262X Q2 0.289 9 118 482 2748 217 468 0.44 23.29 India

9 Journal of Sustainability Science and Management j ISSN 18238556 Q2 0.276 4 25 96 767 35 94 0.22 30.68 Malaysia

10 Asian Development Review j ISSN 19967241 Q3 0.248 15 14 47 503 20 39 0.38 35.93 Philippines

11 International Journal of Geoinformatics j ISSN 16866576 Q3 0.247 5 24 91 559 22 91 0.28 23.29 Thailand

12 Indian Journal of Agricultural Economics j ISSN 00195014 Q3 0.193 11 30 127 416 15 117 0.14 13.87 India

13 Asian and Pacific Migration Journal j ISSN 01171968 Q3 0.187 18 5 72 208 30 71 0.44 41.6 Philippines

14 Geo-Spatial Information Science j ISSN 10095020 Q3 0.18 8 20 100 522 46 96 0.37 26.1 China

15 Journal of Remote Sensing j ISSN 10074619 Q3 0.164 3 111 109 2471 33 109 0.3 22.26 China

16 Journal of Global Environmental Engineering j ISSN 13411268 Q3 0.163 6 0 10 0 1 10 0.5 0 Japan

17 China Report j ISSN 00094455 Q3 0.15 5 21 66 539 9 64 0.13 25.67 India

18 International Journal of Rural Management j ISSN 09730052 Q3 0.148 3 8 30 322 4 27 0.15 40.25 India

19 Regional Development Dialogue j ISSN 02506505 Q4 0.11 7 0 81 0 2 42 0.07 0 Japan

20 Asian Agri-History j ISSN 09717730 Q4 0.105 9 41 162 290 5 92 0.05 7.07 India

21 Planning Malaysia j ISSN 16756215 Q4 0.104 1 10 26 231 1 25 0 23.1 Malaysia

22 Transactions of the Institute of Indian Geographers j ISSN 09709851 Q4 0.101 2 20 71 492 2 70 0 24.6 India

23 International Studies j ISSN 00208817 Q4 0.101 7 0 35 0 5 34 0.05 0 India

24 PIDE Working Papers j ISSN 00788228 Q4 0.101 2 11 28 646 1 28 0 58.73 Pakistan

25 South Asian Survey j ISSN 09715231 Q4 0.101 6 0 30 0 0 28 0 0 India

26 Pakistan Development Review j ISSN 00309729 Q4 0.101 12 0 56 0 3 42 0 0 Pakistan

27 Chirigaku Hyoron/Geographical Review of Japan j ISSN 13479555 Q4 0.1 6 17 65 163 0 65 0 9.59 Japan

28 ADB Economics Working Paper Series k ISSN 16555252 Q4 0.1 3 0 118 0 3 118 0.03 0 Philippines

29 Jimburn Chiri/Human Geography, Kyoto j ISSN 00187216 Q4 0.1 4 3 82 28 1 81 0.02 9.33 Japan

Journal Rankings:

Subject Area: Social Sciences.

Subject Category: Geography, Planning and Development.

Region: Asiatic Region.

Year: 2014.
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Where to Submit Your Manuscript? 
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A simplified method of 

choosing a potential 

journal. 

The first choice of journal is 

that the journal name keeps 

jumping out at our 

manuscript’s reference list. 

(Thyer, 1994)

http://journalfinder.elsevier.com/

Source: Ismail (2016)



Where to Submit Your Manuscript? #2
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Where to Submit Your Manuscript? #3
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Where to Submit Your Manuscript? #4
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Where to Submit Your Manuscript? (2)
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Link: ip-science.thomsonreuters.com/mjl/



Where to Submit Your Manuscript? (3)
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Link: https://journalmetrics.scopus.com/



Our Aim - Citation Index 

 The papers that easier to access are used more often and therefore 
cited more often.

 The journals with higher impact factors (IF) are more relative 
important to the journals within its field.

 Citation Half Life: How long articles in a journal continue to be cited 
after publication?

The IF is a measure of frequency to reflecting the average number of citations to 
articles published in science & social science journals has been cited in a 
particular year of period. 
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Source: Ismail (2016)



Where I Can Get Information about IF?
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 Journal Citation Reports (JCR)

 Thomson Reuters

 Eigenfactor.org Scores

 SCImago Journal Rank (SJR)

 H-index: 

 Scopus

 Web of Science

 From Google Scholar via 

“Publish or Perish”

Source: Ismail (2016)



Join the club

 Academia.edu

 Google Scholar

 ResearchGate

 ORCID
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A study recently published in PLOS ONE found that papers uploaded to Academia.edu 

receive a 69% boost in citations over 5 years.
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